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 Twenty Ways to Start a Lesson with PIZZAZZ 

 

How can you grab your students’ attention in 
the first few minutes of your lesson?  

  

     Here are a few ideas to get you started.  

As you use these strategies you will find the 

ones that work best for you and create others 

that match your teaching style.  Always 

remember that variety is the spice of life!        

Some of these techniques will get the 

attention of the students, some will get them 

thinking about the coming lesson, and others 

will get them involved in using the new 

information or skills in functional ways. While 

the techniques suggested here have been 

designed with a particular lesson in mind, 

they can be used for many types of lessons 

and subject areas. Be creative, use your 

imagination, have fun, and get your students 

interested in learning! Some techniques 

should be included in the summary of your 

lesson as well.   

  

Lesson Example: Transportation  

Each student has previously selected a city 

to research and has gathered information from 

the Internet, Chamber of Commerce, and 
other various sources about their city in order 

to prepare a city information booklet. Today 
the students are to find out about the 

transportation available for persons residing in 
their city.   

  

1. Brainstorming.  Give each student a 
sheet of paper and have them write all 
the ideas,  words, and phrases they think 
of when they hear the word 
"TRANSPORTATION." They only have 2 
minutes. Have them share their ideas 
with a neighbor.   

2. Brainstorming #2.  Give each student a 
piece of paper and have them write as 
many different forms of transportation 
they can think of in 2 minutes. Use the 
black/white/ Smartboard or projector to 
compile a class list of student ideas.   

 
3. Poetry.  Read a poem, limerick, or song 

lyrics related to transportation.   
4. Poetry #2.  Have them finish a haiku, 

limerick, cinquain, or diamante you've 
begun that is related to transportation. Or 
create one as a class.  

5. Wheel of Fortune.   Put up a Wheel of 
Fortune type phrase or sentence that is 
related to transportation. After they 
guess it correctly, have them guess what 
today's lesson will be on.   

6. Children's Literature.  Read the class a 
story or picture book related to 
transportation.    

7. Making Predictions.  Give each student a 
prediction card (design your own). Tell 
them that today they are going to 
research the topic of transportation in 
their city. Ask them to each make one or 
2 predictions about the information they 
will find.   

8. Scrambled Words.  Put up a scrambled 
word or phrase on the black board and 
have the students work in pairs to see if 
they can unscramble it.  If you have a 
SmartBoard, use it to create anagrams of 
these scrambled words.  

9. Estimating Transportation Costs.  With a 
partner, have students think of 4 
different forms of transportation that 
individuals living in a city could use to get 
to work and how much they think each 
would cost. You'll have to have some 
correct cost information to share with 
them after they make their guesses.   

10. Comparison.  Discuss with the class how 
people in a small town get to work and 
how they think that would differ for 
people in large cities like the ones they 
are researching.   

11. Pictionary.  Write a vocabulary word 
related to transportation on the board 
with 3 different definitions, one correct 
and 2 incorrect. Have students vote on 
the correct definition.   

12. Reading Bus Schedules.  Give each pair 
of students an actual city bus schedule 
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with the problem: You need to get from 
_____ Street to _____ Avenue by 8:30 AM. 
How would you do this? How long will it 
take?   

13. Questions.  Give each student a question 
card (your design). Tell them that today 
they will be researching the 
transportation of their city and have them 
each write one question they would like 
to find the answer to in their researching.   

14. Math.   Design math problems related to 
transportation and ask students to solve 
one. For example: Pete and Joann are 
neighbors and both work in the same 
office building downtown. Currently they 
each drive their cars to work each day 
and it costs each of them about $1.79 in 
gas and $7.00 in parking. How much 
would each of them save each week if 
they started to carpool?   

15. Thinking Skills.   Give students problems 
such as: Tom figures that he spends about 
$1.34 per day on gas to drive his car to 
and from his place of work. What other 
hidden costs does he also have? (For 
example: wear and tear on tires, car 
insurance, etc.)   

16. Video.  Show the class a quick video 
related to transportation.  

 
 

17. Discussion Questions.   Ask the students 
to discuss why some people who live in 
large cities drive their cars to work and 
others choose to take a bus. Have them 
list the reasons for both sides and make a 
class list of their ideas. You can also have 
students rate or rank the reasons on each 
list according to areas such as: cost,  
environment concerns, safety, etc.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18. Music.  Play a song or even sing a song 
related to transportation.   

19. Pantomime.  Walk in the front of the 
class and pantomime a person who is late 
and is waiting for a bus or someone 
driving to work in heavy traffic while 
putting on their makeup and eating their 
breakfast.   

20. Physical Activity.  Have a Nerf ball and 
give the class these instructions: Today 
we're going to learn about transportation. 
Each time you catch this ball you have to 
call out a different form of 
transportation. Throw the ball to a 
student and have them throw it to a 
classmate.   


